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Message from the IGPI President

Dr. Russell D'Souza MBBS, MD (Madras); FCGP (I); DPM (Melbourne);MPM (Monash); DCTMg (Canberra);
MRACMA; MHSMg.(Monash); FACHM (Australia); MBA (Exec); IDFAPA ) USA);ABDA ( USA)
Head Asia Pacific Bioethics Program, UNESCO Chair in Bioethics, Melbourne Australia: Chennai India, Executive Director
Global Operations, Totem International Institute of Organisational Psychological Medicine

Dear Members, Colleagues and Well-wishers of IGPI,
On behalf of the executive and the member associations, I am delighted to invite you to another outstanding scientific
conference the 7th Annual IGPI International Conference on 19th & 20th January 2016 at Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.
The IGPI Scientific conferences have a track record of high quality scientific programs that bring the best of
International and Indian psychiatry from psychiatrist of Indian ancestry and beyond.
The Scientific Chair Professor Rajiv Tandon and the Scientific Advisor Professor Matcheri Keshavan have as always
continued to put together another brilliant program. The organising committee lead by Professor E. Mohandas the
IGPI Executive along with his team have put all the required inputs to make the 7th Annual IGPI International
Conference on 19th & 20th January 2016 another memorable event.
The collaboration of the local member organisations lead by Dr. Watve and Dr. Prasad Rao of the Indian Psychiatric
Society and Dr. Dinesh Narayanan and Dr. M.S. Reddy of the Indian Association of Private Psychiatry with IGPI at
the local organising committee make this event truly reflective of the unity of Global Psychiatry and Psychiatrists of
Indian origin in reality and practice.
Come celebrate this unique event of scientific rigor and social relevance where you have the opportunity to meet old
friends, colleagues and the opportunity to network with some of the psychiatrists of international eminence.
I, along with my executive look forward to welcoming you yet again to this exciting and stimulating reunion.
Best Wishes!
Professor Russell D'Souza
President
Indian Global Psychiatric Initiative
Melbourne Australia

Message from the Secretary General of IGPI

Prof. Anand Ramakrishnan BSc, MBBS, DPM, MMedSc, FRCPsych, MSc
Member, RCPsych Council; Vice Chair, RCPsych Trent Division; Regional Speciality Rep, Faculty of Old Age Psychiatry, Royal
College of Psychiatrists, UK. Consultant Psychiatrist, UK. Visiting Prof. of Psychogeriatrics, KG Medical Uni, Lucknow;
Honorary Professor in Bio ethics, SRM University, Chennai; Visiting Prof, Father Muller Medical College, Mangalore.

On behalf of the Indian Global Psychiatric Initiative I am pleased to welcome all of you to the Seventh Annual
International Conference of the Indian psychiatrists and overseas psychiatrists of Indian origin. I hope all of you will
have a wonderful time in participating in two days' academic deliberations and opportunity to network on the 19th
and 20th of January 2016 at Hotel Jehan Numa Palace, Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh), India.
As you can appreciate, a lot of effort has been gone into to producing an exceptional scientific programme and the
scientific programme committee headed by Prof. Tandon needs to be congratulated for this. The organisation of this
conference is led by Prof. E. Mohandas and Prof. Rajesh Nagpal and ably executed by Mr. Moin Shaikh of
Medisquire and his team.
We need to move on and progress. Although we are in the 7th year from its inception in 2010 - famous Jaipur Accord we have to achieve few more mile stones to survive and then develop into a progressive, ambitious, efficient
international organisation that can meet the aspirations of our members and budding psychiatrists in India. We do
not have a bank account and we are still depending on many external sources for the successful organisation this
conference. I am sure all of you will join me to consider it as completely unacceptable. We have started to develop a
business case for IGPI, but again it has not yet taken a meaningful shape. I request all of you to put your head together
to achieve these steps sooner rather than later.
We are looking forward for an exciting and inspiring scientific sessions and deliberations from eminent speakers
from all over the world. Unfortunately, I am unable to be present in person, for the conference due to some
unavoidable circumstances. Local hosts and Prof. Mohandas, our Treasurer and Prof. Nagpal, our Jt. Secretary of
IGPI will make sure that the conference will be successful.
I would like to thank all colleagues who worked hard to make this conference a success. I also take this opportunity to
convey our appreciation from the IGPI Council to all of you to attend this conference and make it a grand success.
Best Wishes!
Prof. Anand Ramakrishnan
Secretary General
Indian Global Psychiatric Initiative
UK

Message from the Chair Scientific Committee

Dr. Rajiv Tandon

MD, Professor of Psychiatry

University of Florida School of Medicine, Gainesville, FL
Dear Friends,
On behalf of the Programs Committee of the Indo-Global Psychiatric Initiative, it is my privilege to welcome you to the
scientific programme of our 7th annual conference. At this meeting, our colleagues from around the world provide
cutting edge presentations on different aspects of psychiatry. On day-1, we have organized a workshop on
assessment with an interactive review of multiple rating scales and their application to major psychiatric disorders
with videotaped inter-rater reliability. On day-2, there are six presentations on an assortment of frontiers of
psychiatry (genetic, diagnostic, pathophysiology, prevention, treatment, and resilience). The scientific program
concludes with presentations on forensic psychiatry.
I hope you enjoy the scientific programme and camaraderie..
Sincerely,
Rajiv Tandon, MD
Chair, Scientific Committee
USA

IGPI Awardees - 2016

Awardees Name

Award For

1

Dr. Biju Mathew - Canada

The Prestigious IGPI 2016 Award for "Overseas Indian's Contribution to
Recognition of Academic Achievement in India"

2

Dr. Subodh Dave - UK

The Prestigious IGPI 2016 Award for "Significant Contribution to Psychiatry
Education Globally"

3

Dr. Raju Lakshmana - Australia

The Prestigious IGPI 2016 Award for "Outstanding Contribution to
Australian Rural Psychiatry"

4

Dr. Indla Ramasubba Reddy India

The Prestigious IGPI 2016 Award for "Significant Contribution to Psychiatry
in India"

5

Dr. Avdesh Sharma - India

The Prestigious IGPI 2016 Award for "Outstanding Contribution to
Psychiatry in India"

6

Dr. Ananda K. Pandurangi USA

The Prestigious IGPI 2016 Award for "Significant Contribution to Psychiatry
in USA and India"

7

Dr. G. Prasad Rao - India

The Prestigious IGPI 2016 Award for "Leadership in Indian Psychiatry as
the President of Indian Psychiatric Society"

8

Dr. Vidyadhar Watve - India

The Prestigious IGPI 2016 Award for "Outgoing Indian Psychiatric Society
President"

9

Dr. B.N. Gangadhar - India

The Prestigious IGPI 2016 Award for "Academic, Administrative &
Mentoring Skills"

IGPI Awardees - 2016
Dr. Biju Mathew
Canada
Bsc, MBBS, MRCPsych (UK), FRCPC, DPM
Consultant Psychiatrist, Ridge Meadows Hospital, Maple Ridge
Clinical Associate Professor, University of British Columbia
Director, Ridge Meadows Hospital Foundation
President, Indo - Canadian Psychiatric Association Member,
Professional Standards and Practice Committee, CPA
President Elect, British Columbia Psychiatric Association.

Dr. Biju Mathew is a Senior Psychiatrist in British Columbia province of Canada. He is the Director of Ridge
Meadows hospital foundation and the President elect of the British Columbia Psychiatric Association.
Dr. Biju Mathew has completed decades of outstanding contribution to psychiatry in Canada at Indo Canadian
Psychiatry Association and to India.
He is well known as the “Silent Hero” always letting his productive work speak for him, while he himself keeps a low
profile. Beyond being the chief of a busy department of psychiatry, he is a multi-talented human being, an avid artist
and an accomplished gardener with a keen interest in flora & fauna and the environment. His passion for advocating
positivity for homeless people of British Columbia has seen him spend much energy working with the community,
organisations and political avenues to seek ways of relief to the 'Homeless' people in his province. In keeping with
the silent hero attribute, he has made contact with the renowned Anand Kumar of the 'Super 30's'. Anand Kumar, a
mathematician has taken to selecting students from the low socio-economic areas of Bihar to be admitted and trained
at his free school for taking the IIT examination. His class has consistently achieved 95 to 100% success rate in the
world renowned IIT entrance examination.
He and his school known as “Super 30s” have received commendations from many world figures including Obama.
Dr. Biju has been writing Anand Kumar's biography. For this he travelled to Bihar and spent time living with him and
observing low socio-economic students, which reflects in his writing the biography. Dr. Biju Mathew's book is to be
released in April by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The IGPI recognizes Dr. Biju Mathew's outstanding attribute of writing the biography of a great Indian's contribution
to the lower socioeconomic youth in India and Dr Mathew's significant contribution to Canadian Psychiatry and the
Indo Canadian Psychiatry Association.

IGPI Awardees - 2016
Dr. Raju Lakshmana
Australia
Additional Director of Psychiatry
Goulbourn Valley Health Victoria Australia
Indo Australasian Psychiatry Association Australia

Dr. Raju Lakshmana is Additional Director of Psychiatry at Shepparton in Rural Victoria and also works in the Private
Psychiatry in Melbourne.
He has made significant contribution to both to public and private psychiatry in Australia. In the private psychiatry
hospital he has been developing the specialist area of perinatal psychiatry. In public system he has made outstanding
contribution to rural psychiatry with studying models of service delivery aiding to the important access to psychiatry
care for rural communities there by contributing to the ethical aspect of distributive justice. He is actively involved in
teaching at the rural academic school of the University of Melbourne.
He has been an active committee member of the Indo Australasian Psychiatry Association and has championed the
cause of IMG and held regular teaching and training sessions for overseas psychiatrists taking the Australian College
exams. He is involved in regular capacity building activities as a visiting faculty in India, an area that the Indian
Global Psychiatric Initiative has championed. Raju Lakshmana has qualification in management with interests in
human capital management in the specialised area of organisational psychological medicine, taking the
membership of the International Institute of Organisational Psychological Medicine.
IAPA is proud of Dr. Raju Lakshmana a productive senior member and congratulates him on being selected to receive
an IGPI 2016 Award.
IGPI is proud to recognise Dr. Raju Lakshmana's outstanding contribution in psychiatry in Australia and thereby to the
psychiatrists of Indian ancestry serving global psychiatry.

IGPI Awardees - 2016
Dr. Subodh Dave
U.K.
Associate Dean
Royal College of Psychiatrists UK
Past President - BIPA
United Kingdom

Dr. Subodh Dave is Associate Dean, Trainee Support of The Royal College of Psychiatrists, UK. Dr. Dave has served
as BIPA President between 2010-2012.
He has championed the cause of International Medical Graduates (IMGs) and advocated for improved access to
psychiatric services for Black and Ethnic Minority (BME) patients in UK. Dr. Dave has held Senior Management and
Leadership position in NHS and The Royal College of Psychiatrists. He has taken leadership role in under graduate
teaching and development of psychiatric curriculum. Dr. Dave is an examiner at MRCPsych examinations in UK and
Singapore. He has led the MMed Psychiatric programme in Zambia. Recently, Dr. Dave introduced mentoring
network for IMGs and is working with GMC and Health Education England (HEE) to reduce the differential pass rates
in RCPsych examinations.
IGPI is glad to honour him with the Prestigious Award for significant contribution to Psychiatry Education Globally.

IGPI Awardees - 2016
Dr. Ananda K. Pandurangi
USA
Chairman Inpatient Psychiatry
Virginia Commonwealth University System
Indo American Psychiatry Association, USA

Dr. Ananda K. Pandurangi is currently Professor and Vice-Chair of Psychiatry and Adjunct Professor of Radiology at
the Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond, Virginia.
He obtained his medical degree from JIPMER, Pondicherry and trained in psychiatry at NIMHANS in the 1970s and
Columbia University from 1981-1984. He has since been on the faculty at Virginia Commonwealth University in
Richmond.
Dr. Pandurangi has 100 scientific publications and over 100 national/international scientific presentations. He has
received several awards for teaching and advocacy, including the Exemplary Psychiatrist of the year award from the
National Alliance for Mental Illness twice. He has made prodigious contributions to medical, specifically psychiatric,
education in India representing the Indo-American Psychiatric Association (IAPA) and the American Association of
Physicians from India (AAPI).
He is founding member of the Indo-Global Psychiatric Initiative (IGPI), having been a signatory to the original Jaipur
Accord in 2010.
IGPI is glad to honour him with the Award for his significant contribution to Psychiatry in USA and India

IGPI Awardees - 2016
Dr. Indla Ramasubba Reddy
India
MBBS, MD, DPM
Director of Vimhans, Vijayawada

Dr. Indla Ramasubba Reddy obtained MD and DPM from NIMHANS, worked at CMC Vellore and JIPMER
Pondicherry and finally settled in private practise for last 34 years at Vijayawada, the new capital of Andhra
Pradesh.
He is the first Telugu psychiatrist to be elected as the National President of IPS in 60 years of its history and was also
elected as the President of SAARC Psychiatric Federation in 2007. He received several awards and honours
including AP State government's Vishista Puraskaram. He also received awards from Delhi Telugu Academy, Madras
Telugu Academy and Rayalseema Ratna Award. He was appointed as the senate member of Acharya Nagarjuna
University and also as the chairman of juvenile welfare board for four terms by Government of Andhra Pradesh.
He is a regular columnist in many magazines, has authored nine books in Telugu and has 10 publications in different
Journals. He gave many guest lectures in many national , international conferences and received Dr. Amit Bohra
oration of IAPP. He has done lot of community mental health services in rural areas to dispel the fears of Banamati
(witchcraft) and conducted many Mental Health camps. He has organized many psychiatric conferences in
Vijayawada.
He is the Director of Vijayawada Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences (VIMHANS), Indla’s child guidance
clinics at Mumbai & Vijayawada and recently started “Shantivan” a 120 bedded rehab centre at Vijayawada. His
son Dr. Vishal, also a product of NIMHANS is currently practising along with his father.

IGPI Awardees - 2016
Dr. Avdesh Sharma
India
MBBS, MD, DPM (Psychiatry)
Consultant Psychiatrist
Director of ‘Parivartan’ Center for Mental Health
Managing Trustee of ‘RAHAT’ Charitable and Medical Research Trust
Founder ‘MIND’s VISION’

Dr. Avdesh Sharma, MD, DPM, from the prestigious National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences,
Bangalore, Consultant Psychiatrist for more than 35 years, has been the past President of Indian Association of
Private Psychiatry, Indian Psychiatry (North Zone) and the Delhi Psychiatric Society.
He is currently the International Lead on Public Education for the World Psychiatric Association. He has worked
extensively with various media for the last 30 years. He has directed and produced two highly acclaimed, longest
running series in the world on mental health, ‘Mindwatch’ and ‘Mann Ki Baat’. He is also internationally acclaimed
for his work especially through the media on the interface of Spirituality and Mental health.
He has authored three books and is the recipient of many international and national awards including Gem of India,
the Rashtra Gaurav Award, and the Jhunjhunwala National Excellence Award for Medicine, 2014.

The Global Federation of Indian Psychiatry Associations

Programme

Day 1

Date

Time

Topic

Speaker

Assessment in Psychiatry:
Tools for Measurement-Based Care

th

19 Jan'16

13.00 - 14.00

Introduction: Why Use Rating Scales and What are They Useful
For?

Rajiv Tandon /
E. Mohandas

14.00 - 15.00

Rating Scales to Assess Depression

Sandeep Grover /
G. Prasad Rao

15.00 - 16.00

Rating Scales to Assess Psychosis and Application to Treatment
of Schizophrenia

Rajiv Tandon /
Suresh Kumar /
G. Prasad Rao

16.00 - 16.30

Coffee Break

16.30 - 17.30

Rating Scales to Assess Cognition

Uma Suryadevara
/
B.N. Gangadhar

17.30 - 18.30

The Art of Asking Questions to Assess

Linda Cottler

18.30 - 19.00

Inauguration Ceremony

Day 2

Date

Time

Topic

Speaker

Frontiers of Psychiatry

09.00 - 10.00

Classification in Psychiatry - DSM/RDoC/ICD. Are we in the right
direction?

Rajiv Tandon

10.00 - 11.00

Neurobiology of Schizophrenia: State of the Art

Matcheri Keshavan

11.00 - 11.30

Coffee Break

11.30 - 12.15

Prevention in Psychiatry: Are we there Yet?

Rohan Ganguli

12.15 - 13.00

Organizational Psychological Medicine: Post-Traumatic Embitterment
Disorder and Workplace Productivity

Russell D'Souza

13.00 - 14.15

Lunch

th

20 Jan'16
14.15 - 15.00

Mind, Body & Digital Culture

Indla Rama Subba
Reddy

Forensic Psychiatry
15.00 - 15.45

Cases from the Court Testimony Files of the Schizophrenia Expert

Anand Pandurangi

15.45 - 16.30

Personality Disorders and Crime: Can Neuroscience Offer Fresh Insight

Santosh Mudholkar

16.30 - 17.30

UNESCO Bioethics Initiative

Russell D'Souza / E.
Mohandas /
Rajesh Nagpal

17.30 - 18.00

Towards an Integrated Health Model in Australian Rural Psychiatry Case Study

Raju Lakshmana

The Constitution of the Indo Global Psychiatry Initiative (IGPI)
Article I: Name
Section I:
The name of this Association shall be the Indo Global Psychiatry Initiative and there after to be referred to as 'IGPI'.

Article II: Purposes
Section I:
To provide a forum for partner Associations to provide support and advocacy to enable partner Associations to optimize the effectiveness of their
contribution to improve mental health care in India (and more broadly in the Indian sub-continent) and global mental health. To provide learning,
research and dissemination of knowledge in areas related to mental health issues (including education and training) as related to psychiatrists of
origin from India and the Indian Sub-continent.

Section II:
To provide a forum for communication and exchange of ideas amongst psychiatrists of ancestry from India and the Indian Sub-continent.

Section III:
To establish close working ties with the Indian Psychiatry Society, World Psychiatry Association and other similar organizations in India and
around the world.

Section IV:
To be an advocate for the specific professional needs of the Psychiatrists and professionals working in mental health whose ancestry hails from
India and Indian Sub-continent.

Section V:
To establish funds and awards to promote the cause of mental health in India and the Indian Sub-continent.

Article III: Membership
Section I:
Following Associations will be partner Associations within the IGPI constitution and will have equal voting rights for purposes of making decisions
on behalf of the IGPI.
·

Indian Psychiatry Society

·

Indo Australasian (Australia & New Zealand) Psychiatry Association

·

Indo Canadian Psychiatry Association

·

British Indian Psychiatry Association

·

Indian Association of Private Psychiatry

·

Irish Indian Psychiatry Association

Organization with similar aims can join IGPI with consent of Executive board of IGPI.

Section II:
Individual members of Partner Associations will be considered members of the IGPI.

Section III:
Rights and Duties of Partner Associations and their members: All members within partner associations shall have the usual
and equal rights and duties of membership through their Associations.

Section IV:
Termination of Membership: Membership may be terminated by resignation; or by two third majority decision of the Council, by
suspension or expulsion (see Section VI below).

Section V:
Discipline: The committee may by the concurrence of two thirds of its members, censure, suspend or expel any partner association/ for conduct
which in the opinion of the council is unprofessional, derogatory to the dignity of the IGPI, or inconsistent with its purposes, but only after the
partner association affected has had a notice in writing of the charges against it and if requested, a hearing thereon. The hearing shall be
conducted before such persons or in such manner as the council may in consonance with the constitution or by-laws, direct.
Section VI:
The committee may reinstate any partner association suspended, expelled or dropped from membership.

Article IV: Officers
Section I:
The officers of the IGPI shall be a President, Vice President, A Secretary General, Assistant secretary, A Treasurer, the Chairperson of the
Scientific Committee, Chair of Governance , The Editor of the News Letter and Public relations.

Section II:
Nomination of Officers shall be done by the nomination Sub-Committee appointed by the executive. The Sub-Committee will ensure that all
partner Associations have an opportunity to forward their nominations to the Secretary not less than six weeks prior to the date set for the return of
the mail ballot. The partner associations are to be notified of all nominations as provided by the by-laws.

Section III:
Election of officers shall be conducted by mail ballot of partner Associations and returnable 1 month prior to the General Body Meeting of the IGPI.

Section IV:
A.

All Officers shall assume their respective office at the close of the annual meeting prior to which they have been elected and shall continue
in office for a period of Two years or till the elections are held in the given year, in which event they shall continue in office until their
successors are elected. The President-elect shall assume the office of the President at the close of the Annual meeting that is held the year
after the election.

B.

If the Office of the President shall become vacant, the Vice President shall assume office. If for any reason, the accession of the PresidentElect becomes impossible, a successor to the office of the President shall be appointed by the Council for the remainder of the unexpired
term of the President and/or until the next annual election. If the Office of the Vice President becomes vacant, such office shall not be filled
except by a vote. If the Office of the secretary, Treasurer, Editor of the News Letter or Chairman of the Scientific Committee becomes
vacant, the council shall appoint a successor.

Section V:
The President shall preside at meetings of the IGPI and/or the Council. He / she shall also communicate to the IGPI and the Council such matters;
and make such suggestions as may in his opinion promote the usefulness of the IGPI and shall perform such other duties as is necessarily incident to
the office of the President. In the event of the absence or disability of the President, the Vice President shall act in his place.
The secretary shall give note of and attend all meetings of the IGPI, the Council and the various committees, shall keep record of their doings, shall
conduct the correspondence of the IGPI and keep all records of the IGPI.
The Treasurer shall collect, receive, disburse and account for all sums of monies due or belonging to the IGPI. He /She shall also furnish the
necessary information about the financial transactions of the IGPI to the Council by the Annual meeting of IGPI and to Tax Commissioner by the end
of the 2nd week of January of the previous year.
The Editor of the News Letter shall carry out the general Editorial Policies as approved by the Council.

Section VI:
The Council may expel any officer of the IGPI who does not attend three consecutive meetings of the Council without satisfactory explanation to the
majority of the Council.

ARTICLE V: The Council
Section I:
A Council of 2 members from each partner association, shall govern the affairs of the IGPI with the Executive Committee.
The Executive Committee members shall be the President, the immediate past President Vice President, the Secretary General, The Assistant
Secretary, the Treasurer, Chair Scientific Committee, Chair Governance Committee and the Editor of the News Letter.

Section II:
Nomination to the Council: Elected members of the IGPI shall be nominated by the Nomination Committee and approved by the Council.
The Council will comprise of Two representatives of all partner associations Additional representatives can be co-opted to the Council by the
Executive if in the opinion of the Executive, these individuals bring specific expertise that is needed on the Council Chairs / Representatives of
Sections will be co-opted to the Council.

Section III:
The election of the elected members of the Council shall be by a ballot.

Section IV:
The Tenure of the Executive Committee members shall be three years. The tenure of the elected members shall be three years, for members elected
in 2014 and four years for members elected in 2015. From 2015, at each annual meeting of the IGPI an election shall be held to elect members to
succeed those members whose terms have expired and to fill any unfilled vacancies that may have occurred.

Section V:
Council may fill vacancies occurring in any year among the elected members by temporary appointments for terms to expire at the next annual
meeting.

Section VI:
Except as otherwise provided in the Constitution and By-Laws, the Council shall have control and management of the affairs of the IGPI and the
newsletter and the proper disposal of the funds of the IGPI.
The IGPI may appoint an Executive secretary, whose duties shall be such as shall be assigned by the Council.
The Council shall decide upon the Qualifications and Eligibility of any applicant for membership but it may delegate this duty to a membership
committee.
The Council may appoint a Membership Directory Committee, Committee for Liaison, Committee for Education and Research, Nomination
Committee and such other Committees that are necessary for the proper functioning of the IGPI, but not exceeding a total of thirteen committees.
The Council may vest in any Committee such duties as it sees fit.

Section VII:
At any meeting of the Council, members of at least four partner Associations shall constitute quorum.

Section VIII:
At meetings of the Council resolutions adopted by the majority of those present shall be binding upon and constitute the action of the Council.
Records shall be kept of the action taken by the council and such action shall be reported to the IGPI at its annual meeting.

Section IX:
The Council shall meet periodically (face to face or through teleconference) as deemed necessary by the Council for the effective and successful
carrying out of the goals and purposes of the IGPI.

Section X:
Any elected Council member who does not attend three consecutive meetings of the Council without satisfactory explanation to the majority of the
Council may be expelled from the Council.

ARTICLE VII:
Section I:
The Annual Meetings of the IGPI shall be held at such time and place as determined by the Council.

Section II:
Special Meetings of the IGPI may be called for at such time and place as shall be fixed by the Council.

Section III:
At any annual or special meeting of the IGPI, members representing five partner Associations shall constitute the quorum and shall, except as
otherwise specifically provided in the Constitution of By-Laws, be sufficient for any action.

ARTICLE VIII: Constitution, By-Laws and Amendments
Section I:
Amendment to the Constitution: Proposed changes to the constitution must be sent at least 8 weeks before the date of the meeting at
which they are to be considered and must be signed by members from at least 5 partner associations.
The Secretary shall send a copy of the proposed changes to President of each partner association at least two weeks before the meeting at which
they are to be considered. A vote of two-thirds of the members of the council at such a meeting shall be necessary to the adoption of any
amendments.

Section II:
Amendments to the by-Laws: The By-Laws may from time to time be amended by the steering committee or by the IGPI. Any By-Laws
adopted by the Council may be amended or annulled by the IGPI.

1.

By-Laws:
The Secretary shall send notification of the annual meeting and of any special meeting to each member of the IGPI at least 8 weeks before
the date of such a meeting.

2.

The Nomination Committee:
Shall consist of the President and Chair/Presidents of all partner organisations. The President of the IGPI will act as Chairperson. The
Nomination Committee will nominate three members to be an Election Commission. The Election Commission shall draw up a slate of
nominees for the office of President Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, Chair Scientific Committee, and Editor for any vacancies on the
Committee. This slate must be presented to the Nomination Committee for its final approval no later than 2 months prior to the Elections.

3.

Dissolution of the IGPI:
If for any reason if this IGPI is dissolved, its assets will be transferred to an appropriate charitable organization to be decided by the final
council.
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